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Stephen Hannock cives contermporary Amsncan art a new perspective
BY SABRINA WIRTH

When Stephen Hannock found out he would be the first visual
artist lo win the Fredaric Edwin Church Award in May 2013, he asked his
besl friend Sling lo present it. Suddenly, The Qlana Slale Hislonc Sile,
the 250-acre properly designed by Fraderic Church in Hudson, Neaw Yark,
exparienced a resurgence of atlention as did Hannock. “Following the
award caremony, Sarah Griffan, the former direclor of Olana, asked me lo
curale an exhibition,” recalls Hannock. "l was intrigued and had the idea
of incorporating the neighboring properly, the Thomas Cole Nalional
Historic Site.”

Considering thal Thomas Cole, togathar wilh his sludenl Fredaric
Church, were the founders of the Hudson River School, the first American
art movemant, il seemaed a natural pairing. Hannock—whose own
manumental, almaospharic paintings are reminiscen! of the Hudson Rnoer
School—invited arl hislorian Jason Rosenfeld o be his cocurator and the
“River Crossings: Conlamporany Arl Comes Home™ axhibilion was borm.

The bwovenue exhibition includes work by mone than 25 conlemporary
arlisls—among them Chuck Close, Will Cotlan, Gregory Creswdson, Lynn
Daviz, Cindy Sherman, Sienna Shields, Hiki Smith, Don Gummer, Duncan
Hannah, Yalerie Hegarly, Maya Lin, Frank Moore, Rashaad Newsome,
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Thomas Mozkowski, Jerry Grelzinger, Slephen Pelegorsky, Martin Puryear,
Joel Slernfeld—as well as Hannook's own painlings.

All al the artisls included in the show have a personal connection with
the same geographic regions as thair 29th century counterparts, and nearly
all have made an appearance in one of Hannook's paintings. Like a living
version of his compositions, the exhibition is Tull of vignetles thal allow
viewers 1o discover, explore and connect with tha art at an individual leval.

In considering tha arbwork, Hannock says he imagined himsall in a
Hurl Vonnegul, time-lraveling scenario: “I'd see mysall silling on Thomas
Cole's back porch with the sun going down owar the Calskills, trying to Lell
them aboul the work that might be hanging on thair walls in the third
millennium,” explains Hannock. “How would | blow their minds? How would
| just completely Knock thesa puys onlo thair heels? Well, you show them
work by Gregory [Crewdson], and Cindy [Sherman] and larry Gralzinger,
whin's been making an imaginary map lfor 50 years. . 7

“River Crossings: Conlemporary &rl Comes Home™ will run for six
maonths beginning on May 3, during which lime wvisilors can explore the
grounds, picnic alongside an Elyn Zimmarman installation and absorb some
truly American arl hisboryg
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PHFTOS BY MELAKIE HASBROGH: STAN REIS. DD L

Curated by artist Stephen
Hannoch (at left) and art
historian lason Rosenfield,
The Thomas Cole Mational
Hiztoric She and The Olana
State Historc Site présent &
groundbraaking eshibition
ol contemporary . River
Crasslngs: Canfamparary
Al Covnes Movms imdless 28
conlemporary anils inlo
s Risbonic sellings in
upsiase Wew York
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